
  
WEST VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

Division of Highways 
1900 Kanawha Boulevard East • Building Five • Room 110 

Byrd E. White, III                        Charleston, West Virginia 25305-0430 • (304) 558-3505                            Jimmy Wriston, P. E. 

Secretary of Transportation             Deputy Secretary/ 

Commissioner of Highways               Deputy Commissioner 

 

May 18, 2021 
     

 

E.E.O./AFFIRMATIVE ACTION EMPLOYER 

 
 

Ms. Susan Pierce, Deputy State 

Historic Preservation Officer 

Division of Culture and History 

1900 Kanawha Boulevard, East 

Charleston, West Virginia 25305 

 

Dear Ms. Pierce: 

 

State Project  S344-34-1.21 

Federal Project STP-0034(076)D 

FR# 20-528-RO 

Pocatalico River Road Truss Replacement 

Roane County 

 

The West Virginia Division of Highways (WVDOH) is submitting the attached state level 

documentation concerning the Pocatalico River Road Truss Bridge in Roane county for your 

review. The MOA between WVDOH, SHPO, and FHWA that was signed on January 26, 2021 

specifies stipulations to mitigating the removal of the National Register eligible Pocatalico River 

Road Truss Bridge. This documentation serves to satisfy stipulations I, II, and III of the agreed 

upon MOA. 

 

 Should you require additional information, please contact Tyler N. Wilson of our 

Environmental Section at (304) 414-6494 or at Tyler.N.Wilson@wv.gov.  

 

      Very truly yours, 

                

    

      Ben L. Hark 

      Environmental Section Head 

      Engineering Division 

 

BH:s 

Attachments 

bcc: DDE (TW) 
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STATE LEVEL HISTORIC DOCUMENTATION 
POCATALICO RIVER ROAD TRUSS 

 
 

Location:  Along County Route 34 outside the town of Walton in Roane 
County, West Virginia 
 
USGS Kettle Quadrangle 

 
 

Date of Construction:   1899 
 
 
Builder:    Canton Bridge Company, Canton, OH.  
 
 
Present Owner:   West Virginia Division of Highways 
                                               Building 5 
                                               1900 Kanawha Blvd E 
                                               Charleston, WV 25305 
 
 
Present Use:    Vehicular Bridge 
 
 
Significance:  The Pocatalico River Road Truss Bridge is significant for its Pratt 

Truss architectural style and its association with the Canton 
Bridge Company who was a noted regional bridge building 
company.  

 
Project Information:  The project has been undertaken due to the poor condition of the 

bridge. The bridge is in deteriorating condition, with refurbishment 
being inadequate to maintain proper load limits. The bridge is 
eligible for the National Register of Historic Places and mitigation 
documentation is necessary for this project. This documentation 
was undertaken in January 2021 in accordance with a 
Memorandum of Agreement among the West Virginia Department 
of Transportation, the West Virginia State Historic Preservation 
Office, and the Federal Highways Administration. These measures 
are required prior to replacement of this National Register eligible 
structure. The project is scheduled to begin in 2023.  

 
 

Tyler N. Wilson, Historian 
West Virginia Division of Highways 
Charleston, WV 25305 
May 2021 
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The Pocatalico River Road Truss Bridge is located near the town of Walton, West Virginia. 

It carries County Route 34 over the Pocatalico River in Roane County. The Pocatalico River Road 

Truss Bridge is an 1899 Pratt Truss Bridge with a laminated wood deck, a steel girder 

substructure, cut stone abutments, and V-Lacing throughout the bridge. The bridge is 103 feet 

long and 12 feet wide. The main members have “Carnegie” stamps, indicating that the metal 

superstructure was sourced from Carnegie Steel. According to state maintenance records, some 

of the main members were replaced in 1987. The bridge is a well-preserved example of an early 

truss bridge type in West Virginia and was constructed by the Canton Bridge Company of Canton, 

Ohio, a company that is a known builder of historic bridges in the region. The Canton Bridge 

Company was founded in 1892 by Canton native John R. Reed and became a large reginal bridge 

company before it was bought by the American Bridge company in the early 20th Century.  

The Pratt Truss was one of the most widely used truss types in West Virginia during this 

era.  Since its introduction in 1844, this bridge design became part of hundreds of bridges created 

up to Second World War. It was designed by American engineers Thomas Willis Pratt (1812 – 

1875) and his father Caleb Pratt, just several years after William Howe patented his famous Howe 

truss design. This bridge design immediately became widely used during the period when many 

bridges moved from wood components toward all-steel construction designs. Its most compelling 

feature was the ability was to span great distances using simple construction methods. It was 

regularly used to span anchor points that are up to 250 feet apart. It was commonly used in 

railroad bridge construction, but was also a preferred choice for creating other types of bridges all 

around the world until the early 20th century. 
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Pocatalico River Road Truss Bridge 
County Route 34 
Pocatalico River 
Roane County, West Virginia 
 
 
Photographer: Tyler N. Wilson        February 2020 
 
 
POCATALICO RIVER ROAD TRUSS-1        View southwest toward Pocatalico River Road Truss Bridge 
POCATALICO RIVER ROAD TRUSS -2       View south toward Pocatalico River Road Truss Bridge 
POCATALICO RIVER ROAD TRUSS -3       Bridge builder plaque 
POCATALICO RIVER ROAD TRUSS -4       View southwest toward Pocatalico River Road Truss Bridge 
POCATALICO RIVER ROAD TRUSS -5       View of the abutments, substructure, and parapets 
POCATALICO RIVER ROAD TRUSS -6       View southeast toward Pocatalico River Road Truss Bridge 
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Pocatalico River Truss Bridge Replacement, Roane County 
State Project Number: S344-34-1.21 

Federal Project Number: STP-0034(076)D 
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Project Location

WV SHPO Map

WVGISTC, WVSHPO

Architecture Sites - Point
National Register - Point
Cemeteries - Point
Architecture Sites - Area
National Register - Area
Cemeteries - Area
Architecture Survey - Area

May 13, 2021

Pocatalico River Road Truss Bridge

Roane County

SP# S344-34-1.21; FR# STP-0034(076)D

0 0.075 0.150.0375 mi1:4,514

Notes:



Project Location

WV TOPO Map

WVGISTC, WVSHPO

Architecture Sites - Point
National Register - Point
Cemeteries - Point
Architecture Sites - Area
National Register - Area
Cemeteries - Area
Architecture Survey - Area

May 13, 2021

Pocatalico River Road Truss Bridge

Roane County

SP# S344-34-1.21; FR# STP-0034(076)D

0 0.3 0.60.15 mi1:18,056

Notes:
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West Virginia 
Historic Bridge Inventory Form

SHPO Survey No. RO-0038

Local Name POCATALICO ROAD TRUSS

Other Local Name

Owner State Highway Agency

Status Extant - in service

District 03 County Roane

Location 0.21 MI. W. CR. 34/4

Facility Carried By Structur CR 34 SLS

Features Intersected POCATALICO RIVER

Latitude 38373000 Longitude 081280000

UTM-Northing
UTM-Easting

Main Span Type Steel Truss - Through/Pin Connected

Main Span Type Code 331

Number of Spans in Main Unit 001

Number of Approach Spans 0000

Structure Length (ft) 103

Length of Maximum Span (ft) 98

Year Built 1899

Year Reconstructed

Engineer or Designer Builder or Fabricator Canton Bridge Company
Bridge Plan Location None

Truss Bridge Type Pratt Truss Details

Arrangement Through

Connection Type Pin/rivet/weld

Alteration(s)
Replacement of main members

Date of Alterations (Year)
1987

Architectural Treatment(s)

Surrounding Land Use Forested

Type of Development Rural - (undeveloped area outside communities)

IDENTIFICATION INFORMATION

LOCATIONAL AND SETTING INFORMATION

STRUCTURAL INFORMATION

BRIDGE HISTORY

BRIDGE DESCRIPTIVE INFORMATION

UTM Zone

Average Daily Traffic 000100 Year 2004

Sufficiency Rating 0196
(Note: Data current as of April 2006 database)

Skew 00

Additional Details: "X" pattern, and cross bracing.  Prominent bridge plate.  Timber deck and V-lacing throughout bridge.   Stone substructure.   Main 
members have "Carnegie" stamp.  According to inspection files, main members were replaced in 1987.  Field observations noted 
the replacement of all structural members under deck with welded connections. Floorbeams were bolted to outer plate that have 
pin connections. This bridge is an early example of the type in West Virginia and was built by the Canton Bridge Company, a 
nationally recognized firm but is a typical example of a common configuration of the Pratt design. 

Bridge No. 44-034/00-001.26 BARS No. 44A074 Federal Bridge No. 00000000044A074 Bridge Design No.  6362.0

Bridge Plate Text
(1) plaque.  "1899, THE CANTON BRIDGE CO. BUILDERSs, CANTON OHIO"

Page 1 of 2



44A074_1.jpg

44A074_2.jpg

National Register Determination Eligible

National Register Determination Date 2013

Reason Not Evaluated
NATIONAL REGISTER EVALUATION INFORMATION

This bridge is not eligible for the National Register under Criterion A as it does not have a significant association with an important historic transportation 
system, program, event, trend, or policy identified through contextual research and survey activities.
This bridge is as an example of the earliest period of use and evolution of its type.
This bridge was designed or constructed by a known regional or West Virginia-based engineer, architect, or firm whose work is recognized as 
distinguishable within the state of West Virginia.
Although this bridge has undergone alterations, it still retains the historic integrity necessary to convey its engineering significance and, therefore, is 
eligible for the National Register under Criterion C.

Bridge No. 44-034/00-001.26 BARS No. 44A074 Federal Bridge No. 00000000044A074 Bridge Design No.  6362.0

Form Prepared By Mead & Hunt and KCI
Form Preparation Date 2013

West Virginia Historic Bridge Inventory Form
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HPI  

 Internal Rating: __________ 
 

 West Virginia Historic Property Inventory 

 
 
 

Street Address 
 
Located on County Route 34 in 
Roane County 

Common/Historic Name/Both 
                                                                                
Pocatalico River Truss Bridge 

Field Survey # 
 
RO-0038 

Site #      (SHPO Only) 
 
RO-0038 

Town or Community 
 
Walton  

County 
 
Roane 

Negative No. 
 
 

NR Listed Date 
 
 

Architect/Builder 
 
Canton Bridge Company 

Date of Construction 
 
1899 

Style     (SHPO Only) 
 
 

Exterior Siding / Materials 
 
   Steel V-lattice  

Roofing Material  
 
Laminated wood plank 
 
 
 
 

Foundation 
 
Cut Stone  
 

Property Use or Function 
 
Transportation  

UTM        Zone18     NAD 1983 
 
Easting    -81.466939  
Northing  . 38.623961 
 

 

Quadrangle Name 
 
Kettle  
 

Survey Organization & Date 
WVDOH 
February 20, 2020 

Part of What Survey / FR# 
State County Route 
S344-34-1.21  
 

                               

 
 



 
 

HPI  

Present Owners 
 WVDOH  

Owners Mailing Address 
Building 5 
1900 Kanawha Blvd E 
Charleston, WV 25305  

Describe Setting        Unknown--<1 Acres 
            Archaeological Artifacts Present 
 
The Pocatalico River Truss Bridge is located along an isolated, wooded stretch of County Route 34 in Roane County.     

Description of Buildings or Site (Original and Present)   Stories         
 
The Pocatalico River Truss Bridge is an 1899 Pratt Truss Bridge with a laminated wood deck, a steel girder 
substructure, and cut stone abutments, and V-Lacing throughout the bridge. 

Alterations      Yes       No    If yes, describe     
    
The wood deck has been replaced.      

Additions      Yes        No    If yes, describe     
 
 

Describe All Outbuildings 
N/A    

Statement of Significance:   
See Continuation Sheet 

Bibliographical References 
 
SHPO GIS Interactive Map, Accessed 8 January 2020. 
 
Rice, Otis K. and Brown, Stephen W. West Virginia: A History 
The University Press of Kentucky. Lexington, KY. 1993.  

Form Prepared By:                                                                                         Date:  February 20, 2020 
Name/Organization: Tyler N. Wilson 
Address:                   WV Division of Highways 
                                 1334 Smith Street 
                                 Charleston, WV 25301 
                                   
                
E-Mail: Tyler.N.Wilson@wv.gov 

 

 



 
 

HPI  

WEST VIRGINIA HISTORIC PROPERTY FORM 

CONTINUATION SHEET 
 
Name:  Pocatalico River Truss Bridge  
Survey Number: RO-0038 
Project / FR#: STP-0034(076)D  State County Route: S344-34-1.21                                                                    February 20, 2020  
 

 

 
The bridge was constructed in 1899 by the Canton Bridge Company of Canton, Ohio. The bridge is a 103 feet 

long and 12 feet wide Pratt Truss that has a timber deck, cut stone abutments, and V-lacing throughout the bridge. The 
main members have “Carnegie” stamps, indicating that the metal superstructure was sourced from Carnegie Steel. 
According to state maintenance records, some of the main members were replaced in 1987. Further study of the area 
found no significant event or trend to have occurred. A study of historic maps has shown the area has largely uninhabited, 
with little industry having occurred. Therefore, this area is not eligible to be declared a historic district. The bridge itself is 
not associated with any historic trends, events, or labor movements. Therefore, the bridge is not eligible of the National 
Register of Historic Places under Criterion A. 

The structure and surrounding area are not known to have been associated with the productive period of some 
notable person’s life pr to have been associated for any length of time with such a person. The structure is not a 
representation of such a person’s historic contribution. The structure is not eligible under Criterion B. 

 
The Pocatalico River Road Truss Bridge is a 1899 Pratt Truss Bridge with a laminated wood deck, a steel girder 

substructure, and cut stone abutments and V-Lacing throughout the bridge. Consequently, this bridge is eligible under 
Criterion C as it is a well-preserved example of an early bridge type in West Virginia and was constructed by the Canton 
Bridge Company of Canton, Ohio, a company that is a known builder of historic bridges in the region. The Pratt Truss was 
one of the most widely used truss types, and an extremely popular design choice for trussed bridges from the late 19th 
Century until the Second World War in the earth 20th Century.  

 

 
 



 

Photo #1 
Pocatalico River Road Truss 
Roane County 
County Route 34, spanning the Pocatalico River 
View southwest toward Pocatalico River Road Truss Bridge. 
 



 
 

Photo #2 
Pocatalico River Road Truss 
Roane County 
County Route 34, spanning the Pocatalico River 
View south toward Pocatalico River Road Truss Bridge. 



 
 
 
Photo #3 
Pocatalico River Road Truss 
Roane County 
County Route 34, spanning the Pocatalico River 
Bridge builder plaque. 



 
 

Photo #4 
Pocatalico River Road Truss 
Roane County 
County Route 34, spanning the Pocatalico River 
View southwest toward Pocatalico River Road Truss Bridge. 



 
 

Photo #5 
Pocatalico River Road Truss 
Roane County 
County Route 34, spanning the Pocatalico River 
View of the abutments, substructure, and parapets. 

 



 

Photo #6 
Pocatalico River Road Truss 
Roane County 
County Route 34, spanning the Pocatalico River 
View southeast toward Pocatalico River Road Truss Bridge. 
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