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STATE LEVEL HISTORIC DOCUMENTATION 
SANDYVILLE BRIDGE 

 
Location:                    County Route 13, spanning Left Fork Sandy Creek 
        Jackson County 
                                   West Virginia 
                                     
                                    USGS Sandyville Quadrangle 
 
Date of Construction:  1945                  
 
Builder:                       West Virginia State Road Commission 
 
Present Owner:           West Virginia Department of Transportation 
         Division of Highways 
                                    1900 Kanawha Boulevard, Building 5, Room A-110 
                                    Charleston, WV   25305 
 
Present Use:               Vehicular Bridge 
 
Significance:                The Sandyville Bridge is eligible for the National Register of Historic Places under   

Criterion A for its visible reuse of another bridge during World War II. 
                                      
Project Information:     The project has been undertaken due to the poor condition of the structure.  The    

project will allow traffic a safer structure to cross Left Fork Sandy Creek.  The existing 
bridge warrants replacement.  The documentation was undertaken in August 2016 in 
accordance with a Memorandum of Agreement among the Federal Highway 
Administration, West Virginia Department of Transportation, and West Virginia State 
Historic Preservation Office.   
 
No original plans are available. 

 
                                     Randy Epperly, Historian 
                                     West Virginia Division of Highways 
                                     Charleston, WV   25305 
                                     October 20, 2016 
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 The Sandyville Bridge carries County Route 13 over the Left Fork Sandy Creek in 
Jackson County.  It was built using recycled materials in 1945, by the West Virginia State Road 
Commission.   No original plans were found for the bridge.  The bridge is eligible under Criterion 
A of the National Register of Historic Places for its visible reuse of another bridge during World 
War II period. 
 The Sandyville Bridge consists of a riveted steel girder and floorbeam system.  It is 
supported by concrete abutments and two concrete piers consisting of two columns with an 
arched web wall between them.  There is metal rail with metal planking placed on concrete curbs.   
The bridge is 183 feet long and has a roadway width of 20 feet.  The Average Daily Traffic is 700 
Vehicles per Day.   The structure is in poor condition and showing heavy deterioration (Bridge 
Inspection Report, 2014). 

The Sandyville Bridge was built during World War II using recycled materials from other 
bridges.  The West Virginia Historic Bridge Survey suggests the materials came from a bridge 
near Sutton, WV.   Articles in the Charleston Gazette and Charleston Daily Mail dated September 
27, 1944 state the spans and girders came from other dismantled bridges.   During the years of 
World War II, West Virginia scaled back its bridge program as materials such as steel were 
needed for the war effort.  During this time steel from dismantled bridges was sometimes used to 
construct new bridges. 

The State Road Commission replaced the State Road Bureau in 1917, the same year the 
state began matching federal road funding and maintaining roads built with federal money.   In 
1970 the name was changed to the Department of Highways and in 1989 it became the 
Department of Transportation (Melling, 2012). 
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Sandyville Bridge 
County Route 13 
Left Fork Sandy Creek 
Jackson County, West Virginia 
 
Photographer: Randy Epperly         October 2015 
 
SANDYVILLE BRIDGE-1             View of Sandyville Bridge looking east. 
SANDYVILLE BRIDGE-2             View of Sandyville Bridge looking west. 
SANDYVILLE BRIDGE-3             View of Sandyville Bridge looking west from the bridge. 
SANDYVILLE BRIDGE-4             View of downstream side of Sandyville Bridge. 
SANDYVILLE BRIDGE-5             View of upstream side of Sandyville Bridge. 
SANDYVILLE BRIDGE-6             View of downstream sidewalk and railing looking west. 
SANDYVILLE BRIDGE-7  View of downstream sidewalk and railing looking east. 
SANDYVILLE BRIDGE-8   View under Sandyville Bridge showing pier and supports.  
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West Virginia 
Historic Bridge Inventory Form

SHPO Survey No. JA-0313

Local Name SANDYVILLE BRIDGE

Other Local Name

Owner State Highway Agency

Status Extant - in service

District 03 County Jackson

Location 0.12 MILE EAST OF CR 21

Facility Carried By Structur COUNTY ROUTE 13

Features Intersected LEFT FORK SANDY CREEK

Latitude 38541800 Longitude 081391200

UTM-Northing

UTM-Easting

Main Span Type Steel Girder and Floorbeam System - riveted

Main Span Type Code 327

Number of Spans in Main Unit 001

Number of Approach Spans 0002

Structure Length (ft) 183

Length of Maximum Span (ft) 59

Year Built 1945

Year Reconstructed

Engineer or Designer State Road Commission Builder or Fabricator

Bridge Plan Location District

Truss Bridge Type Truss Details

Arrangement

Connection Type

Alteration(s) Date of Alterations (Year)

Architectural Treatment(s)

Surrounding Land Use Residential

Type of Development Unincorporated community

IDENTIFICATION INFORMATION

LOCATIONAL AND SETTING INFORMATION

STRUCTURAL INFORMATION

BRIDGE HISTORY

BRIDGE DESCRIPTIVE INFORMATION

UTM Zone

Average Daily Traffic 000700 Year 2004

Sufficiency Rating 0740
(Note: Data current as of April 2006 database)

Skew 00

Additional Details: Metal rail with metal planking placed on concrete curbs.  Concrete deck with asphalt overlay.  Deck girder arrangement.  Some 
bolted connections. The piers consist of two columns with an arched web wall between them.  The bridge may have recycled 
materials.  Located near airport, town of Sutton, and mining.  The bridge has an association with the World War II context. 

Bridge No. 18-013/00-000.12 BARS No. 18A040 Federal Bridge No. 00000000018A040 Bridge Design No.  1366.0

Bridge Plate Text
N/A
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18A040_1.jpg

18A040_2.jpg

National Register Determination Undetermined

National Register Determination Date

Reason Not Evaluated

NATIONAL REGISTER EVALUATION INFORMATION

This bridge has an association with a historic transportation system, program, event, trend, or policy identified through contextual research and survey 
activities.  Further research is needed to determine whether the bridge is eligible for the National Register under Criterion A.
This bridge is not eligible for the National Register under Criterion C as it does not illustrate the evolution or transition of a bridge type or an important 
variation in design, fabrication, or construction of a bridge type.  Additionally, it is not a distinguishable representation of a master's work and does not 
possess high artistic value as identified through contextual research.

Bridge No. 18-013/00-000.12 BARS No. 18A040 Federal Bridge No. 00000000018A040 Bridge Design No.  1366.0

Form Prepared By Mead & Hunt and KCI
Form Preparation Date 2013
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