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Dingess Tunnel
Dingess Tunnel is located on County Route 3/5 in Mingo County.
The tunnel was built in 1892 as part of the Norfolk & Western
Railway’s Twelvepole line. It is 3,331 feet long with natural airflow
ventilation and a drainage ditch along the east side of the tunnel.
It was built using stone and a portion was originally timber lined.
A brick liner was added approximately 15 years after the tunnel
opened and a steel liner was installed in 1979 along the northern
end. The Twelvepole line was never profitable and a new line was
built along the Big Sandy River in the 1930s. At this point the
Twelvepole line was abandoned and the State Road Commission
converted the line and tunnel into a roadway.
Dingess Tunnel is eligible for the National Register of Historic
Places for its engineering significance and because it improved
access and transportation of goods and people into the region. A
rehabilitation project is scheduled for 2017 in which a new steel
liner will be installed along the northern end and a concrete gutter
will be installed outside of the tunnel to divert water from leaking
inside. New lighting will be installed inside the tunnel along with
warning signs outside of the tunnel.

Location: County Route 3/5 in Mingo County
Type: Stone Masonry Tunnel
Year constructed: 1892
Length: 3,331 feet
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