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STATE LEVEL HISTORIC DOCUMENTATION 
DINGESS TUNNEL 

 
Location:                    County Route 3/5 
        Mingo County 
                                   West Virginia 
                                     
                                    USGS Myrtle Quadrangle 
 
 
Date of Construction:  1892                  
 
 
Builder:                      Norfolk & Western Railway 
 
 
Present Owner:           West Virginia Department of Transportation 
         Division of Highways 
                                    1900 Kanawha Boulevard, Building 5, Room A-110 
                                    Charleston, WV   25305 
 
 
Present Use:               Vehicular Tunnel 
 
 
Significance:                The Dingess Tunnel is eligible for the National Register of Historic Places under   

Criterion A for its association with improving access and transportation of goods into 
the region.   It is also eligible under Criterion C for its engineering significance. 
 

                                      
Project Information:     The project has been undertaken due to the deteriorating condition of the structure.   

The project will provide a safer and more efficient traffic situation while preventing 
permanent closure of the tunnel.  The existing tunnel warrants rehabilitation.  The 
documentation was undertaken in October 2016 in accordance with a Memorandum 
of Agreement among the Federal Highway Administration, West Virginia Department 
of Transportation, and West Virginia State Historic Preservation Office.  The project 
is expected to begin in 2017.   
 
 
No original plans are available. 

 
 
                                     Randy Epperly, Historian 
                                     West Virginia Division of Highways 
                                     Charleston, WV   25305 
                                     July 11, 2017 
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The Dingess Tunnel is located on County Route 3/5 in Mingo County.  Construction 
began in 1890 on the Norfolk & Western Railway’s Twelvepole line from Lenore to Ceredo, which 
included the Dingess Tunnel.   On September 25, 1892 the first train traveled the Dingess Tunnel 
portion of the line, and the entire line was completed on November 12, 1892.  The line was not 
profitable and in the 1930s it was abandoned and converted into a roadway (Abandoned).   
Although the railroad line was not financially successful, the tunnel was instrumental in opening 
up an inaccessible area.  The tunnel has provided a way to transport coal and timber and 
therefore provided employment for the region’s inhabitants since the late 19th Century.

Dingess Tunnel is approximately 3,331 feet long and straight with natural airflow 
ventilation.   The tunnel was built using stone and a portion was originally timber lined.  The 
northern end of the tunnel was constructed at a later date.  Brick lining was added approximately 
15 years after the tunnel opened to railroad traffic.  A liner was installed in 1979 in a portion of the 
northern end of the tunnel.    There is a drainage ditch along the east side of the tunnel and small 
recesses are spaced periodically inside the tunnel.  Stone outside of the southern portal has 
Peebles Block etched into it.  Peebles Block was made by Peebles Paving Brick Company of 
Portsmouth, Ohio.   The word Dunn is also etched into it representing the Dunn method for 
making the bricks.   Peebles Block dates to the late 1800s/early 1900s, consistent with the 
construction date of the tunnel (American Trade Index, 1913.)  Lighting inside the tunnel is 
currently inoperable.  A drainage creek crosses over the northern end of the tunnel, where 
surface water infiltrates the tunnel causing deterioration.  The tunnel was commemorated with 
historic signs in the summer of 2015 (Williamson Daily News, 2015).  No original plans for the 
tunnel are available.
  

Dingess Tunnel has been called “America’s Bloodiest Tunnel” due to stories from the late 
1800s/early 1900s of immigrant and African-American coal miners and railroad employees being 
murdered while traveling through the tunnel (Appalachian Magazine, 2014.)   These stories have 
been printed in national publications.

Dingess Tunnel is eligible for the National Register of Historic Places under Criterion A 
for its association with improving access and transportation of goods into the region and also 
under Criterion C for its engineering significance.   The tunnel was and continues to be integral to 
the movement of coal, timber, and people in the region.
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Dingess Tunnel
County Route 3/5
Mingo County, West Virginia

Photographer: Randy Epperly  August 2014 and November 2015

DINGESS TUNNEL-1             View of Dingess Tunnel south portal.
DINGESS TUNNEL-2             View of Dingess Tunnel south portal with historic marker.
DINGESS TUNNEL-3             View of Dingess Tunnel south portal.
DINGESS TUNNEL-4             View of Dingess Tunnel north portal.
DINGESS TUNNEL-5             View of closeup of Dingess Tunnel north portal.
DINGESS TUNNEL-6          View of Dingess Tunnel looking south.
DINGESS TUNNEL-7          View of historic marker at south portal.
DINGESS TUNNEL-8           View of stone with company etching.
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WEST VIRGINIA HISTORIC PROPERTY 
                 INVENTORY FORM 
 

Street Address 
 

Located along County Route 
3/5. 

Common/Historic Name/Both 
                                                                                      
Dingess Tunnel 

Field Survey # 
 

HPI #2 

Site #      (SHPO Only) 
 

MO-58 

Town or Community 
 

Dingess 

County 

 
Mingo 

Negative No. 
 

 

NR Listed Date 
 

 

Architect/Builder 

 

Norfolk & Western Railroad 

Date of Construction 
 

1892 

Style     (SHPO Only) 
 

 

Exterior Siding / Materials 
 

 Stone 

 

Roofing Material  
 
Brick 

Foundation 
 
 

Property Use or Function 
 
Transportation 

UTM        Zone18     NAD 1983 
 

Easting   396332E 
Northing  4191885N 

 

 

Quadrangle Name 
 
Myrtle Survey Organization & Date 

WVDOH 
August 13, 2014 

Part of What Survey / FR# 
State County Route 
S330-3/5-9.33 
Federal Project 
STP-0035(122)D 
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Name: Dingess Tunnel 
Survey #:  HPI #2  
Survey / FR#: State County Route: S330-3/5-9.33 

Present Owners 
WVDOH 

Owners Mailing Address 
Building 5, Capitol Complex 
Charleston, WV  25305 

Describe Setting        Unknown--<1 Acres 
            Archaeological Artifacts Present 
  

Located in a rural area in Dingess, Mingo County.   It is located near the Laurel Lake Wildlife Management Area. 
  
Description of Buildings or Site (Original and Present)   Stories        Front Bays   
 

The tunnel is 3,331 feet long and straight with natural airflow ventilation.   It was built using stone and a portion was 
originally timber lined.   The northern end of the tunnel was constructed at a later date.   Brick lining was added 
approximately 15 years after the tunnel opened to railroad traffic.  A liner was installed in 1979 in a portion of the 
northern end of the tunnel.    There is a drainage ditch along the east side of the tunnel and small recesses are spaced 
periodically inside the tunnel.  Stone outside of the southern portal has Peebles Block etched into it.  Peebles Block 
was made by Peebles Paving Brick Company of Portsmouth, Ohio.   The word Dunn is also etched into it representing 
the Dunn method for making the bricks.   Peebles Block dates to the late 1800s/early 1900s, consistent with the 
construction date of the tunnel (American Trade Index, 1913.)  Lighting inside the tunnel is currently inoperable.  A 
drainage creek crosses over the northern end of the tunnel, where surface water infiltrates the tunnel causing 
deterioration.   

Alterations      Yes      No    If yes, describe     
 

Brick lining was installed approximately 15 years after construction.   
The northern end of the tunnel was built at a later date. 
A liner was installed in 1979 in the northern end of the tunnel. 

Additions        Yes        No    If yes, describe     
 

The northern end of the tunnel was built at a later date. 
A liner was installed in 1979 in the northern end of the tunnel. 

Describe All Outbuildings 
 
N/A 

Statement of Significance:   
See Continuation Sheet 
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• American Trade Index. “Peebles Paving Brick Company.”  1913. National Association of Manufacturers. New York City. 

• Appalachian Magazine. “America’s Bloodiest Tunnel.”  23 February 2014.  Retrieved 22 Oct. 2015 
                http://appalachianmagazine.com/2014/02/23/americas-bloodiest-tunnel-wv/    
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• West Virginia Legislature.  House Concurrent Resolution No. 50.    
http://www.legis.state.wv.us/Bill_Status/bills_text.cfm?billdoc=hcr50%20intr.htm&yr=2015&sesstype=RS&i=50&houseorig=
H&billtype=CR    Retrieved 20 October 2016   
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Name/Organization: Randy Epperly 
Address:                   WV Division of Highways 
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WEST VIRGINIA HISTORIC PROPERTY FORM 

CONTINUATION SHEET 
 
Name:  Dingess Tunnel 
Survey Number:  HPI #2  
Project / FR#: State County Route: S330-3/5-9.33 
 
 

 
The Dingess Tunnel is located on County Route 3/5 in Mingo County.  Construction began in 1890 on the Norfolk & 
Western Railway’s Twelvepole line from Lenore to Ceredo, which included the Dingess Tunnel.   On September 25, 1892, 
the first train traveled the Dingess Tunnel portion of the line, and the entire line was completed on November 12, 1892.  
The line was not profitable and in the 1930s it was abandoned and converted into a roadway (Abandoned).   Although the 
railroad line was not financially successful, the tunnel was instrumental in opening up an inaccessible area.  The tunnel 
has provided a way to transport coal and timber and therefore provided employment for the region’s inhabitants since the 
late 19th Century.   Dingess Tunnel has been called “America’s Bloodiest Tunnel” due to stories from the late 1800s/early 
1900s of immigrant and African-American coal miners and railroad employees being murdered while traveling through the 
tunnel (Appalachian Magazine, 2014.)   These stories have been printed in national publications.   The tunnel was 
commemorated with historic signs in the summer of 2015 (Williamson Daily News, 2015).  Dingess Tunnel is eligible for 
the National Register of Historic Places under Criterion A for its association with improving access and transportation of 
goods into the region.  The tunnel was and continues to be integral to the movement of coal, timber, and people in the 
region. 
 
The structure is not known to have been associated with the productive period of some notable person’s life or to have 
been associated for any length of time with such a person.   The tunnel is not best representation of such a person’s 
historic contribution.  The tunnel is not eligible under Criterion B. 
 
Dingess Tunnel is approximately 3,331 feet long and straight with natural airflow ventilation.   The tunnel was built using 
stone and a portion was originally timber lined.  The northern end of the tunnel was constructed at a later date.  Brick 
lining was added approximately 15 years after the tunnel opened to railroad traffic.  A liner was installed in 1979 in a 
portion of the northern end of the tunnel.    There is a drainage ditch along the east side of the tunnel and small recesses 
are spaced periodically inside the tunnel.  Stone outside of the southern portal has Peebles Block etched into it.  Peebles 
Block was made by Peebles Paving Brick Company of Portsmouth, Ohio.   The word Dunn is also etched into it 
representing the Dunn method for making the bricks.   Peebles Block dates to the late 1800s/early 1900s, consistent with 
the construction date of the tunnel (American Trade Index, 1913.)  Lighting inside the tunnel is currently inoperable.  A 
drainage creek crosses over the northern end of the tunnel, where surface water infiltrates the tunnel causing 
deterioration.   Dingess Tunnel is eligible for the National Register of Historic Places under Criterion C for its engineering 
significance. 
 
This structure is not likely to have important information that will contribute to our understanding of human history or 
prehistory.  The potential for information is minimal; therefore, it does not meet the requirements for Criterion D. 
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South End Tunnel Entrance

Cut Stone Segment of Tunnel 



Cut stone detail



Cut Stone to Liner Transition 



Liner Segment of Tunnel



Liner to Orginal Brick Segment



Brick Segment Detail



North Entrance of Tunnel


