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STATE LEVEL HISTORIC DOCUMENTATION 
JERRY HALL ARCH BRIDGE 

 
 

Location: WV Route 20 over Grassy Creek 
Webster County 
West Virginia 
 
USGS Diana Quadrangle 

  
Date of 
Construction: 

1924 

  
Builder: Farris Bridge Company of West Virginia (probable) 
  
Present Owner: West Virginia Department of Transportation 

Division of Highways 
1334 Smith Street 
Charleston, WV 25301 

  
Present Use: Vehicular Bridge 
  

Significance: Jerry Hall Arch Bridge is historically significant for as a representation of a 
two-span closed spandrel elliptical concrete arch bridge and a likely example 
of the work of Farris Bridge Company, a regionally recognized former bridge 
builder that was based in West Virginia. Examples of both the bridge type 
and builder are increasingly diminishing resources in West Virginia. 

  
Project 
Information: 

The project has been undertaken due to the deteriorating condition of the 
bridge and the necessity for a structure that can accommodate two lanes of 
traffic. Any future deterioration of the bridge will result in its closure. 
Therefore, this bridge warrants replacement. This documentation was 
undertaken in July 2025 in accordance with a Memorandum of Agreement 
among the West Virginia Department of Transportation and West Virginia 
State Historic Preservation Office. These measures are required due to the 
replacement of this National Register eligible structure. 
 
Tracy D. Bakic, Structural Historian 
West Virginia Division of Highways 
Charleston, WV 25305 
July 30, 2025 
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Jerry Hall Arch Bridge spans Grassy 

Creek and is located in Diana vicinity, northern-

central Webster County, West Virginia (WV) on 

West Virginia Route 20 (WV 20), approximately 

0.5 miles south of WV 15 (Guardian Dr) and 0.29 

miles north of CO 20/10 (Fisher Run Rd). Grassy 

Creek is a tributary of the Right Fork Holly River, 

which feeds into Holly River, a tributary of Elk 

River. The 2018 average daily traffic rate over the 

bridge is 1,100 vehicles per day. 

 

The existing Jerry Hall Arch Bridge is a concrete two-arch deck span built in 1924. The 

1993 WVDOH bridge inspection report states that this span was built by Luten Bridge Company 

of York, PA. However, old annual reports of the WV State Road Commission (WVDOH 

predecessor) and contemporary newspaper references point to the builder being the Farris 

Bridge Company of WV. The bridge’s overall measurements are 109 feet, 10 inches long by 20 

feet, seven inches wide. The roadway width is 18 feet, seven inches (between railings).   

 

The superstructure is composed of concrete arch rings and spandrel walls with earthen 

fill serving as the deck; the deck is topped with an asphalt wearing surface. In engineering terms 

this bridge is considered a multi-span closed spandrel elliptical arch span; “closed” because the 

arches are solid/closed with sidewalls (aka spandrel walls), and “elliptical” since the arches were 

based on ellipse/ovular forms rather than round/circular. Each of the bridge’s two arches is 

skewed and each measures 50 feet, six inches (springline to springline). The arched 

superstructure is supported on concrete footings (with wingwalls) at the abutment ends and one 

central solid reinforced concrete pier (with rounded pier nose at both ends)   

 

To each side of the deck is a solid concrete railing (parapet) with impressed rectangular 

motif (panels) on both interior and exterior sides and a central concrete post. The railings were 

installed in sections in order to provide expansion joints. At the inward-facing side of the south 

end of east/upstream railing (south end, interior-facing side) is a bronze plaque that reads “1924 

// W. VA // STATE BRIDGE // NO. 690”. The bridge includes standard modern flexbeam approach 

guardrails.  

 

The existing Jerry Hall Arch Bridge is rated in poor condition and is considered 

structurally deficient and functionally obsolete. The most serious deficiencies include: moderate to 

heavy spalling at the spandrel walls, with exposed rebar and heavy map cracking with 
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efflorescence; some spalling, exposed rebar, and hairline cracks at the underside of both arch 

rings; moderate to heavy spalling and hairline cracking with efflorescence at the base and both 

ends of the pier; vertical wide crack at upstream/east end of pier; and heavy spalling present at 

the south end of the west/downstream railing.    

 

Diana & Vicinity 

 
The community of Diana is located within the historic boundaries of Holly District, 

Webster County. The community is located at the dividing point between the relatively flat Right 

Fork Holly River basin and the transitional ascent of Elk Mountain leading to the Elk River and 

Webster Springs. A post office was established at Diana around 1886 and the community 

became a notable point along the former West Virginia Midland Railroad (WVM), which was 

originally the Holly River and Addison Railway (HRA). Diana was the eastern hub for the HRA 

from 1899 to 1902 and then a WVM junction point from 1902 to ca. 1929. Diana had a WVM 

company office and local commerce that served the wider Right Fork Holly River area 

(PostalHistory.org; WVNCrails.org). 

 

“Diana has never been a highly populated area, and it has never had a booming, thriving 

economy. The people of Diana were mostly farmers and woodsmen in the early pioneer days. As 

the timber and coal industries thrived, so did many small, local businesses; however, as job 

opportunities within the county went into decline, Diana’s small businesses suffered greatly. 

Although most of the local community stores have since closed, a few new timber-related 

businesses have begun to appear” (Pyle 2016:3).  

 

Although there would have earlier been local schoolhouses, in 1938 the Diana 

Elementary School was opened, providing education for students from the Holly River and 

Grassy Creek area. In 2014 the school closed and its students were consolidated into the 

Webster Springs Elementary School. The Diana school building remains, being reused as the 

Diana Eagles Community Center (Pyle 2016:4-5). 

 

West Virginia Midland Railroad 

 
The West Virginia Midland Railroad (WVM) roughly paralleled the northern 1.8 miles 

Diana Drive (WV 20), mainly staying to the west side of the road and Grassy Creek; it passed in 

the vicinity of the subject bridge, about 400+ feet to the west. The earliest section of the WVM 

was built in 1893-94 by the Holly River Boom & Lumber Company (incorp. 1891). It branched 

from the West Virginia and Pittsburg(h) Railroad (later B&O) at Holly Junction/Palmer and went to 

Holly, Marpleton, and up Old Lick Creek. In 1895-96 the lumber company reorganized the railroad 
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as a separate entity - the Holly River Railroad (incorp. 1896), and a branch was built 1897-98 

from Marpleton to Hackers Valley (AbandonedOnline.net; Bakic 2020; ICC 1927:153; Reger 

1920:3; Taplines.net; WV 1891:831; Wheeling Register 1893, 1894. WVNCRails.org).   

 

John T. McGraw of Grafton, WV purchased the Holly River Railroad in 1898, reorganizing 

it as the Holly River and Addison Railway (HRA; incorp. 1898) to create a line to Webster 

Springs. The HRA was extended from Holly to Diana and Hechmer/Jumbo by 1899 and from 

Diana to Webster Springs in 1902. McGraw reorganized the road again in 1905 as the West 

Virginia Midland Railroad (WVM) and, in 1910-11 built branches from Webster Springs to Breece 

(Webster Co.) and from Marpleton and along Left Fork Holly River (AbandonedOnline.net; Bakic 

2020; ICC 1927:153; Reger 1920:3; Taplines.net; WV 1899:89; WVNCRails.org) 

 

In late July 1924, the WVM was sold to H. B. Curtin of the Pardee & Curtin Lumber 

Company (P&C). Per charter dated August 5, 1924 the railroad was reorganized as the West 

Virginia Midland Railway and the following year, permission was obtained to extend the line from 

Webster Springs to Bergoo; this Bergoo extension was completed ca. 1928 (Bakic 2020; 

Taplines.net; WVNCRails.org). 

 

In 1929 the WVM Bergoo Extension was acquired by the Western Maryland Railway 

(WM) becoming part of the WM”s Laurel Subdivision. The remaining WVM from Holly to Webster 

Springs, including through Diana, was abandoned and much of the trackage removed in the 

1930s (AbandonedOnline.net; Bakic 2020; Taplines.net; WVNCRails.org). 

 

WV Route 20, incl. Jerry Hall Arch Bridge 

 

WV 20 is today a major north-south 

route, the longest state route in West Virginia. 

Its north terminus is at WV 7 near New 

Martinsville, Wetzel Co and its south terminus is 

at US 52 in Bluewell, Mercer Co. The subject 

bridge is on the 9.3-mile portion of WV 20 that is 

shared with WV 15; its north terminus is at 

Diana and its south terminus is at Webster 

Springs. This Diana-Webster Springs portion of WV 20 – locally known as Diana Drive - is not 

part of a known historic turnpike road. The original northern two miles of Diana Drive stayed to 

the west side of Grassy Creek. Due to a 1920s realignment project the northernmost half mile 

(0.5 miles) of the aforementioned two-mile section was rerouted to the east side of the creek 

http://www.wvncrails.org/west-virginia-midland-railroad.html).
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(USGS 1915, 1967; WVSRC 1923); this is the section of WV 20 that the subject bridge is located 

on. 

Jerry Hall Arch Bridge. State of WV Engineers completed the plans for this bridge in 

September 1921, with revisions made on October 20, 1923 (WVSRC 10/1923). Advertisements 

for contractor bids for the project were in newspapers by March 11, 1924 (CDM 3/1924). The 

bridge contract was awarded to Farris Bridge Company, written in papers as Farris Construction 

Co., on April 8, 1924 (CDM 4/1924; CG 4/1924). The contract also included building the Holly 

River Bridge No. 920 (aka Junction Arch) at the WV 20/WV 15 juncture to the north. According to 

annual reports of the WV State Road Commission (predecessor to the WVDOH), the work was 

authorized to begin on June 6, 1924. The Farris company completed the work during the 1925-26 

fiscal year, and the contract closing date was in February 1926 (WVSRC 1925, 1926, 1941). A 

WVDOH bridge inspection report from the 1990s states that the bridge was built by Luten Bridge 

Company; however, given the information above, this appears likely to be a mistake (WVDOH 

1993). Unfortunately, there is no plaque with a builder’s name currently located on the bridge.     

 

The bridge was initially known as the Grassy Creek Bridge and became known as Jerry 

Hall Arch Bridge many years later. By the 1890s and into the early 1900s the owner of the 

property surrounding the bridge was reportedly J. C. Schrader (McCourt 2023). In the 1920s the 

surrounding property owner was Abel Ware (WVSRC 1923). Gerald “Jerry” Hall was born in 1937 

in Curtain, WV. His parents were Hayward and Edith Hall. The bulk of Jerry’s career was as a 

surveyor/engineer with WV Division of Highways (WVDOH). He passed away in 2021 

(DoddReedFH.com; FamilySearch.org). Jerry eventually owned the property northeast of the 

project bridge (Parcel 35, Holly District Map 7J); the house on this property was built ca. 1950. 

Between this house and the bridge is a long driveway that accesses another house, built ca. 

1940, that is also owned by the Hall family (Parcel 34, Holly Dist. Map 7J).  

 

Per the above, the existing bridge name – Jerry Hall Arch - was given later, likely in 

Jerry’s adulthood (ca. 1960+). It is/was common practice to identify a bridge with the nearest 

property owner or landmark. Since Jerry’s family lived on adjacent property to this bridge, and 

Jerry was well known to WVDOH staff maintaining this bridge, it is not surprising that his name 

became associated with the span. 

 

Original/historic bridge related to the existing Jerry Hall Arch Bridge are on file with 

WVDOH. A sampling of these plans is attached with this form.  
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Reinforced Concrete Deck Arch Bridge Context 
 

“The advent of modern concrete technology fostered a renaissance of arch bridge 

construction in the United States. Stone arch bridges constitute an important chapter in American 

bridge building, but by the second half of the nineteenth century the labor-intensive nature of 

masonry arch bridge construction contrasted unfavorably with the ease of metal truss erection. 

Reinforced concrete allowed the arch bridge to be constructed with much more ease than ever 

before and maintained the load-bearing capabilities of the form” (P.A.C. Spero & Co. 1995:152). 

 

The earliest known existing reinforced concrete arch bridge in the US was designed by 

Ernest L. Ransome and built in 1889 in Golden Gate Park, San Francisco. Other early names 

associated with reinforced concrete arch bridge design were Joseph Melan, Fritz von Emperger 

and Edwin Thacher. However, it was Daniel B. Luten who, within the first three decades of the 

20th century, was the dominant designer, builder and promoter of reinforced concrete arch spans 

in the US. There were many other companies, though, that incorporated concrete arch bridge 

design and building as part of their repertoire. In WV concrete arch deck bridges were built 

steadily through the 1930s and were very popular in the 1910s and 1920s (KCI et al. 2015: 88). 

 

Concrete deck arch bridges include closed spandrel and open spandrel types, each 

spanning between concrete abutments. The arch proper is called a ring and the spandrel is the 

area between the ring and the deck. The subject bridge represents a closed spandrel deck arch. 

In this closed version, spandrel walls are built to each side of the span to retain fill material 

(rubble, stones, or dry soil) deposited within the spandrel area. Traffic loads over the arch are 

distributed through the fill. Closed spandrel concrete arch bridges were historically the most 

economical to build over shorter spans. (Carver 2008: 241; KCI et al. 2015: 321; P.A.C. Spero & 

Co. 1995:152).  

 

Farris Bridge Company 
 

The Farris Bridge Company was incorporated in WV in 1908 with William Farris as its 

president; it succeeded the earlier firm of William Farris & Brothers, which was a partnership 

located in Pittsburgh (Eng News 1908; Iron Age 1909; WV 1924:149). Farris Bridge Co. initially 

maintained an office in Pittsburgh, PA but later moved the main office to Charleston, WV (PA 

1913). An advertisement from the early 1920s reads “Farris Bridge Company // Bridges, Coal 

Tipples, Mill Buildings // Toll Bridges Financed and Built // at pre-war prices // Charleston, W. VA. 

Cumberland Md” (Mftrs Record 1922).  In the latter 12 years of his life, William Farris lived in 

Mineral County, WV, near Cumberland Md, but maintained the main office in Charleston. Farris 

died in December 1924. During Farris’s lifetime, the company became known as a prominent 

builder of bridges in West Virginia and Kentucky (CET 1924; CG 12/1924; WV 1924:149). 
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Related to the subject bridge, the company name listed for the contract in old 

newspapers and WVSRC reports is “Farris Construction Company” (CDM 4/1924; CG 4/1924; 

WVSRC 1941). Perusal of online resources did not find any other contemporary era projects with 

this company name. It is suspected that this was a mistake in transference of information by the 

state or possibly that, toward the end of William Farris’ tenure and life, there were attempts to 

change the name to reflect broader types of work the company may have been doing or planning 

to do.  

 

Of the nine Farris Bridge Company concrete arch bridges known to still exist in WV (as of 

2025), the subject Jerry Hall Arch Bridge and Charles Milar Bridge (County Rt 10 over Patterson 

Creek, Mineral County) are only two-span examples in the State known to exemplify the work of 

Farris Bridge Company. The remaining seven known Farris Bridge Co. concrete arch bridges are 

single arch structures.  

 

Luten Association. In a 1993 bridge inspection report, the builder of Jerry Hall Arch 

Bridge is listed as Luten Bridge Company (WVDOH 1993). The basis for this citing is currently not 

known. The Luten Bridge Company of York, PA was an agent company licensed to use the 

designs of engineer Daniel B. Luten. Luten Bridge Co. was a prolific builder of concrete arch 

bridges in the US, including WV (KCI et al. 2015). Regardless, research for the subject bridge 

points strongly away from Luten Bridge Co. as the builder.  

 

 

Eligibility 
 

Jerry Hall Arch Bridge has been determined eligible for listing in the National Register of 

Historic Places for its engineering significance as a representation of a two-span closed spandrel 

elliptical concrete arch bridge and a likely example of the work of Farris Bridge Company, a 

regionally recognized former bridge builder that was based in West Virginia. Examples of both the 

bridge type and builder are increasingly diminishing resources in West Virginia. 

 

Jerry Hall Arch Bridge will eventually be removed as a result of the planned construction 

of a new bridge at the existing bridge location.  
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Jerry Hall Arch Bridge 
WV Route 20 over Grassy Creek 
Webster County, West Virginia 
 
 

Photographer(s):  Tracy D. Bakic 5/19/2021, 1/5/2023 & 10/8/2024 
 

 

JERRY HALL ARCH - 1 East/Upstream Elevation. View Northwest. Taken 1/5/2023 

JERRY HALL ARCH - 2 East/Upstream Elevation. View Northwest. Taken 1/5/2023 

JERRY HALL ARCH – 3 East/Upstream Elevation. View Northwest. Taken 1/5/2023 

JERRY HALL ARCH – 4 East/Upstream Elevation. View Southwest. Taken 1/5/2023. 
JERRY HALL ARCH – 5 West/Downstream Elev. View East/Northeast. Taken 1/5/2023. 
JERRY HALL ARCH – 6 West/Downstream Elev. View Northeast. Taken 10/8/2024. 
JERRY HALL ARCH – 7 South Approach. View North/Northeast. Taken 5/19/2021. 
JERRY HALL ARCH – 8 North Approach. View South/Southwest. Taken 1/5/2023. 
JERRY HALL ARCH - 9 Plaque on East/Upstream Railing, South End.  

Reads: “1924 / W. VA. / STATE BRIDGE / NO. 690”.  
View East/Northeast. Taken 10/8/2024. 

 

Original plans for this bridge are on file with WVDOH.  
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1. East/Upstream Elevation. View Northwest. 2. East/Upstream Elevation. View Northwest. 

  
3. East/Upstream Elevation. View Northwest. 4. East/Upstream Elevation. View Southwest 
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5.   West/Downstream Elevation. View ENE. 6. West/Downstream Elevation. View NE. 

  

7.  South Approach. View NNE 8. North Approach. View SSW. 
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   9.  Plaque on East/Upstream Railing, South End. View ESE.  
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1. East/Upstream Elevation. View Northwest. 2. East/Upstream Elevation. View Northwest. 

  
3. East/Upstream Elevation. View Northwest. 4. East/Upstream Elevation. View Southwest 
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5.   West/Downstream Elevation. View ENE. 6. West/Downstream Elevation. View NE. 

  
7.   South Approach. View NNE 8.    North Approach. View SSW. 
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9.  Plaque on East/Upstream Railing, South End. View ESE.  
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Present Owners 

              WVDOT 

Phone # 

Owners Mailing Address 
 

Describe Setting                                                                                                                                                               ____ Acres 
 

The subject bridge takes WV 20 (Diana Drive) over Grassy Creek in the Diana vicinity of northern-central Webster 
County. Grassy Creek is a tributary of the Right Fork Holly River, which feeds into Holly River, a tributary of Elk River. 
The bridge is 0.5 miles south of WV 15 (Guardian Dr) and 0.29 miles north of CO 20/10 (Fisher Run Rd). The 
surrounding area is hilly/mountain terrain and forested with development along the roadway, which is mainly 
residential. There is a lumber/logging business currently located to the west/downstream side of the bridge. 

   Archaeological Artifacts Present 

Description of Building or Site (Original and Present):                                                                        __ Stories   __Front Bays 
 

The existing Jerry Hall Arch Bridge is a concrete two-arch deck span built in 1923. The 1993 WVDOH bridge 
inspection report states that this span was built by Luten Bridge Company of York, PA. However, old annual reports of 
the WV State Road Commission (WVDOH predecessor) and contemporary newspaper references point to the builder 
being the Farris Bridge Company of WV. The bridge’s overall measurements are 109 feet, 10 inches long by 20 feet, 
seven inches wide. The roadway width is 18 feet, seven inches (between railings).   

 

The superstructure is composed of concrete arch rings and spandrel walls with earthen fill serving as the deck; the 
deck is topped with an asphalt wearing surfaced. In engineering terms this bridge is considered a multi-span closed 
spandrel elliptical arch span; “closed” because the arches are solid/closed with sidewalls (aka spandrel walls), and 
“elliptical” since the arches were based on ellipse/ovular forms rather than round/circular. Each of the bridge’s two 
arches is skewed and measures 50 feet, six inches (springline to springline). The arched superstructure is supported 
on concrete footings (with wingwalls) at the abutment ends and one central solid reinforced concrete pier (with 
rounded pier nose at both ends)   

 

To each side of the deck is a solid concrete railing (parapet) with impressed rectangular motif (panels) on both interior 
and exterior sides and a central concrete post. The railings were installed in sections in order to provide expansion 
joints. At the inward-facing side of the south end of east/upstream railing (south end, interior-facing side) is a bronze 
plaque that reads “1924 // W. VA // STATE BRIDGE // NO. 690”. The bridge includes standard modern flexbeam 
approach guardrails.  
 

Alterations        Yes    No    If yes, describe:    N/A 

Additions          Yes    No    If yes, describe:               N/A 

Describe All Outbuildings    

                                                                                         N/A 

Statement of Significance 

(See Continuation Sheets) 

Bibliographical References 

                                                                                  (See Continuation Sheets) 

Form Prepared By:    Tracy D. Bakic                                                                                                          Date:  March 6, 2023 
 

Name/Organization:  West Virginia Division of Highways                                      
Address:    1334 Smith Street 
                    Charleston, WV 25301 
                                    

Phone #:    304-414-6407 

 

 
 

This program receives federal funds from the National Park Service.  Regulations of the U. S. Department of the Interior prohibit unlawful discrimination in department Federally Assisted 

Programs on the basis of race, color, national origin, age or handicap.  Any person who believes he or she has been discriminated against in any program, activity, or facility operated by a 

recipient of Federal Assistance should write to: Director, Equal Opportunity Program, U.S. Department of the Interior, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, D.C. 20013-

7127. 
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Statement of Significance: 
 

This bridge spans County Rt 20 (CO 20; Diana Road) over Grassy Creek in Diana vicinity, northern-central 
Webster County. Webster County was established by an act of Virginia General Assembly passed on January 10, 
1860, being formed from parts of Braxton, Nicholas, and Randolph counties and named to honor Daniel Webster, 
a renowned 19th-century American orator and statesman from New England. Upon the county being established, 
Addison – aka Webster Springs – was chosen as the county seat (Reger 1920:8-9,14; Senate.gov; SWCA 2017; 
VA 1861:50); this town is historically renowned for is saline springs, having attracted visitors due to their reputed 
medicinal qualities (Miller 2/2023), Webster County’s boundaries changed in 1882, acquiring some additional 
area to the south from Nicholas and Greenbrier counties (WV 1882:6).  

 
The State of West Virginia was created and admitted to the Union on June 20, 1863, prior to the end of the Civil 
War. Each county within the new state was subdivided into townships, of which Webster County had three – the 
townships of Fork Lick, Glady and Holly. On April 9, 1872 a new state constitution was ratified, and the townships 
were reestablished as magisterial districts. Webster County’s kept its three district names the same as the 
township names. In 1876 a fourth district – Hacker’s Valley District - was created from the northern portion of 
Holly District in 1876 (Census.gov). The subject bridge has historically been within Holly District. 

 
In the 19th century the northern and southern parts of the county were described as having rolling and hilly 
plateau land. Agriculture in these areas included corn, wheat, oats, rye and grass, and stock-raising. The central 
and eastern portions of the county were considered rough and rocky with high mountains and not well-suited for 
cultivation (Maury & Fontaine 1876:419-20).  
  

“In the 1890s, a branch of the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad was built to the town of Cowen from Flatwoods, Braxton 

County. In the early 1900s, the West Virginia Midland Railroad Company [WVM; earlier called Holly River & 

Addison Railway] built a narrow-gauge line [from Holly Junction on the above-mentioned B&O line] to Webster 

Springs. Within a few years rails were laid through much of the county, serving the mines and sawmills. The first 

two decades of the 20th century were boom years for Webster County. Tourists came on the railroad to partake 

of the waters of the salt sulfur springs, and the coal and timber industries produced a vibrant economy. . . More 

than 11,000 people lived in Webster County by 1920” (Miller 1/2023) 

 

“The county had vast resources of timber and 19 seams of coal. The main employer for the timber and coal was 

the Pardee & Curtin Lumber Company. By the beginning of the 1940s, the timber industry was in decline, but coal 

mining boomed during World War II. Commercial mining had started in 1917, with an output of approximately 

100,000 tons by 1929 and more than two million tons at the end of World War II. In 2009, over 4.5 million tons of 

coal was produced in Webster County. Surface mines accounted for 3.5 million tons” (Miller 1/2023). 

 

Webster County’s population peaked at 18,080 in 1940. The years following World War II saw a decline of coal 

industry employment and a migration of Webster Countians to factory towns in Ohio and elsewhere. This decline 

continued until 1970, when the county’s population dropped below 10,000. The population was an estimated 

8,378 in 2020 (Miller 1/2023). 

A large portion of Webster County is within Monongahela National Forest. “With the increased interest in outdoor 

recreation and the construction of dams at nearby Summersville and Sutton, Webster County has become a 

popular destination. Since 1960, Webster County has been the site of the Woodchopping Festival. It is also the 

site of the Point Mountain Reunion, formerly called the Hamrick, Gregory, and Riggleman Reunion, held in August 

of each year” (Miller 1/2023).  
 

 

http://www.wvencyclopedia.org/articles/336
http://www.wvencyclopedia.org/articles/728
http://www.wvencyclopedia.org/articles/1809
http://www.wvencyclopedia.org/articles/1349
http://www.wvencyclopedia.org/articles/1349
http://www.wvencyclopedia.org/articles/2014
http://www.wvencyclopedia.org/articles/951
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Statement of Significance (cont’d): 
 

West Virginia Midland Railway (WVM). The WVM roughly paralleled the northern 1.8 miles Diana Drive (WV 20), 
mainly staying to the west side of the road and Grassy Creek; it passed in the vicinity of the subject bridge. The 
earliest section of the WVM was built in 1893-94 by the Holly River Boom & Lumber Company (incorp. 1891). It 
branched from the West Virginia and Pittsburg(h) Railroad (later B&O) at Holly Junction/Palmer and went to Holly, 
Marpleton, and up Old Lick Creek. In 1895-96 the lumber company reorganized the railroad as its own entity - the 
Holly River Railroad (incorp. 1896), and a branch was built 1897-98 from Marpleton to Hackers Valley 
(AbandonedOnline.net; Bakic 2020; ICC 1927:153; Reger 1920:3; Taplines.net; WV 1891:831; Wheeling Register 
1893, 1894. WVNCRails.org).   
 
John T. McGraw of Grafton, WV purchased the Holly River Railroad in 1898, reorganizing it as the Holly River 
and Addison Railway (HRA; incorp. 1898) to create a line to Webster Springs. The HRA was extended from Holly 
to Diana and Hechmer/Jumbo by 1899 and from Diana to Webster Springs in 1902. McGraw reorganized the 
road again in 1905 as the West Virginia Midland Railroad (WVM) and, in 1910-11 built branches from Webster 
Springs to Breece (Webster Co.) and from Marpleton and along Left Fork Holly River (AbandonedOnline.net; 
Bakic 2020; ICC 1927:153; Reger 1920:3; Taplines.net; WV 1899:89; WVNCRails.org) 
 
In late July 1924, the WVM was sold to H. B. Curtin of the Pardee & Curtin Lumber Company (P&C). Per charter 
dated August 5, 1924 the railroad was reorganized as the West Virginia Midland Railway and the following year, 
permission was obtained to extend the line from Webster Springs to Bergoo; this Bergoo extension was 
completed ca. 1928 (Bakic 2020; Taplines.net; WVNCRails.org). 
 
In 1929 the WVM Bergoo Extension was acquired by the Western Maryland Railway (WM) becoming part of the 
WM”s Laurel Subdivision. The remaining WVM from Holly to Webster Springs was abandoned and much of the 
trackage removed in the 1930s (AbandonedOnline.net; Bakic 2020; Taplines.net; WVNCRails.org). 
 

Diana (unincorporated). This community established its post office around 1886 and it became a notable point 

along the WVM. It is located at the dividing point from the relatively flat Right Fork Holly River basin to the 

transitional ascent of Elk Mountain leading to the Elk River and Webster Springs. Diana was the eastern hub 

during the early years of the HRA railroad with only the Hechmer/Jumbo endpoint beyond. After the extension of 

the railroad to Webster Springs, Diana became a junction point for traffic to Jumbo and Webster Springs. A WVM 

company office at and commerce focused in Diana served the Right Fork Holly River area (PostalHistoroy.org; 

WVNCrails.org). 

 
“Diana has never been a highly populated area, and it has never had a booming, thriving economy. The people of 
Diana were mostly farmers and woodsmen in the early pioneer days. As the timber and coal industries thrived, so 
did many small, local businesses; however, as job opportunities within the county went into decline, Diana’s small 
businesses suffered greatly. Although most of the local community stores have since closed, a few new timber-
related businesses have begun to appear” (Pyle 2016:3).  
 

Although there would have earlier been local schoolhouses, in 1938 the Diana Elementary School was opened, 

providing education for students from the Holly River and Grassy Creek area. In 2014 the school closed and its 

students were consolidated into the Webster Springs Elementary School. The Diana school building remains, 

being reused as the Diana Eagles Community Center (Pyle 2016:4-5). 
 

http://www.wvncrails.org/west-virginia-midland-railroad.html).
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Statement of Significance (cont’d): 
   

WV 20 (Diana Road). WV 20 is today a major north-south route, the longest state route in West Virginia. Its north 
terminus is at WV 7 near New Martinsville, Wetzel Co and its south terminus is at US 52 in Bluewell, Mercer Co. 
The subject property is on the 9.3-mile portion of WV 20 that is shared with WV 15; its north terminus is at Diana 
and its south terminus is at Webster Springs. This Diana-Webster Springs portion of WV 20 – also known as 
Diana Drive - is not part of a known historic turnpike road. The original northern two miles (est) of Diana Road 
stayed to the west side of Grassy Creek. Due to a 1920s realignment project the northernmost half mile (0.5 
miles) of the aforementioned two-mile section was rerouted to the east side of the creek (USGS 1915, 1967; WV 
1923); this is the section of WV 20 that the subject bridge is located on. 
 

Jerry Hall Arch Bridge. State of WV Engineers completed the plans for this bridge in September 1921, within 
revisions made on October 20, 1923 (WVSRC 1923). Advertisements for contractor bids for the project were in 
newspapers by March 11, 1924 (CDM 3/1924). The bridge contract was awarded to Farris Bridge Company, 
written in papers as Farris Construction Co., on April 8, 1924 (CDM 4/1924; CG 1924). The contract also included 
building the Holly River Bridge No. 920 (aka Junction Arch) at the WV 20/WV 15 juncture to the north. According 
to annual reports of the WV State Road Commission (predecessor to the WVDOH), the work was authorized to 
begin on June 6, 1924. The Farris company completed the work during the 1925-26 fiscal year, and the contract 
closing date was in February 1926 (WVSRC 1925, 1926, 1941). A WVDOH bridge inspection report from the 
1990s states that the bridge was built by Luten Bridge Company; however, given the information above, this 
appears a mistake. Unfortunately, there is no plaque with builder’s name located on the bridge.     
 

The bridge was initially known as the Grassy Creek Bridge and became known as Jerry Hall Arch Bridge many 
years later. By the 1890s and into the early 1900s the owner of the property surrounding the bridge was 
reportedly J. C. Schrader (McCourt 2023). In the 1920s the surrounding property owner was Abel Ware (WVSRC 
1923). Gerald “Jerry” Hall was born in 1937 in Curtain, WV. His parents were Hayward & Edith Hall. The bulk of 
Jerry’s career was as a surveyor/engineer with WVDOH. He passed away in 2021 (DoddReedFH.com; 
FamilySearch.org). Jerry eventually owned the property northeast of the project bridge (Parcel 35, Holly District 
Map 7J); the house on this property was built ca. 1950. Between this house and the bridge is a long driveway that 
accesses another house, built ca. 1940, that is also owned by the Hall family (Parcel 34, Holly Dist. Map 7J).  
 

Per the above, the existing bridge name – Jerry Hall Arch - was given later, likely in Jerry’s adulthood (ca. 1960+). 
It is/was common practice to identify a bridge with the nearest property owner or landmark. Since Jerry’s family 
lived on adjacent property to this bridge, and Jerry was well known to WVDOH staff maintaining this bridge, it is 
not surprising that his name became associated with the span. 
 

Original/historic bridge related to the existing Jerry Hall Arch Bridge are on file with WVDOH. A sampling of these 
plans is attached with this form.  

 
Reinforced Concrete Deck Arch Bridge Context 
 

“The advent of modern concrete technology fostered a renaissance of arch bridge construction in the United 
States. Stone arch bridges constitute an important chapter in American bridge building, but by the second half of 
the nineteenth century the labor-intensive nature of masonry arch bridge construction contrasted unfavorably with 
the ease of metal truss erection. Reinforced concrete allowed the arch bridge to be constructed with much more 
ease than ever before and maintained the load-bearing capabilities of the form” (P.A.C. Spero & Co. 1995:152). 
 

The earliest known existing reinforced concrete arch bridge in the US was designed by Ernest L. Ransome and 
built in 1889 in Golden Gate Park, San Francisco. Other early names associated with reinforced concrete arch 
bridge design were Joseph Melan, Fritz von Emperger and Edwin Thacher. However, it was Daniel B. Luten who, 
within the first three decades of the 20th century, was the dominant designer, builder and promoter of reinforced 
concrete arch spans in the US (Parsons Brinkerhoff et al. 2005: 53). There were many other companies, though, 
that incorporated concrete arch bridge design and building as part of their repertoire. In West Virginia, concrete 
arch deck bridges were built steadily through the 1930s and were very popular in the 1910s and 1920s (KCI et al. 
2015: 88). 
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Statement of Significance (cont’d): 
 
Concrete deck arch bridges include closed spandrel and open spandrel types, each spanning between concrete 
abutments. The arch proper is called a ring and the spandrel is the area between the ring and the deck. The 
subject bridge represents a closed spandrel deck arch. In this closed version, spandrel walls are built to each side 
of the span to retain fill material (rubble, stones, or dry soil) deposited within the spandrel area. Traffic loads over 
the arch are distributed through the fill. Closed spandrel concrete arch bridges were historically the most 
economical to build over shorter spans. (Carver 2008: 241; KCI et al. 2015: 321; P.A.C. Spero & Co. 1995:152).  
 
As previously mentioned, the subject bridge was very likely built by the Farris Bridge Company of WV.  
 
Farris Bridge Company of WV. The Farris Bridge Company was incorporated in WV in 1908 with William Farris as 
its president; it succeeded the earlier firm of William Farris & Brothers, which was a partnership located in 
Pittsburgh (Eng News 1908; Iron Age 1909; WV 1924:149). Farris Bridge Co. initially maintained an office in 
Pittsburgh, PA but later moved the main office to Charleston, WV (PA 1913). An advertisement from the early 
1920s reads “Farris Bridge Company // Bridges, Coal Tipples, Mill Buildings // Toll Bridges Finances and Built // at 
pre-war prices // Charleston, W. VA. Cumberland Md” (Mftrs Record 1922).  In the latter 12 years of his life, 
William Farris lived in Mineral County, WV, near Cumberland Md, but maintained the main office is Charleston. 
Farris died in December 1924. During Farris’s lifetime, the company became known as a prominent builder of 
bridges in West Virginia and Kentucky (CET 1924; CG 12/1924; WV 1924:149)  
 
Related to the subject bridge, the company name listed for the contract in old newspapers and WVSRC reports is 
“Farris Construction Company.” Perusal of online resources did not find any other contemporary era projects with 
this company name. It is suspected that this was a mistake in transference of information by the state or possibly 
that, toward the end of William Farris’ tenure and life, there were attempts to change the name to reflect broader 
types of work the company may have been doing or planning to do.  
 
Daniel B. Luten Designs & Luten Bridge Company. In a 1990 inspection report, the builder of Jerry Hall Arch 
Bridge is listed as Luten Bridge Company – the basis for citing is not known. The Luten Bridge Company of York, 
PA was an agent company licensed to use the designs of engineer Daniel B. Luten and this company and was a 
prolific builder of concrete arch bridges in WV. Regardless, research for this form points strongly away from Luten 
Bridge Co. as the builder. State of WV engineers designed the Jerry Hall Arch Bridge, and, perhaps at minimum, 
the design may be influenced by the designs of Daniel B. Luten.  
 
Previous NRHP Eligibility 
 
This bridge was previously determined NRHP-eligible three times.  It was first determined eligible in 2001 and 
was given SHPO Site No. WB-0009. The WVSHPO-concurred 2015 WV Historic Bridge Survey determined Jerry 
Hall Arch Bridge to be NRHP-eligible under Criterion C and identified the resource as SHPO Site No. WB-0102. 
In 2016 the bridge was surveyed again; the preparer of the state historic property inventory form (HPI) for this re-
survey determined the bridge to be not eligible under any criteria, however, the WVSHPO reviewed this HPI and 
rated the resource as eligible under Criterion C.   

 
Current Evaluation  
 
 

Criterion A. Existing WV 20, including Jerry Hall Arch Bridge (blt. 1924), represents highway development that 
was common throughout the state in the early half of the 20th century, including in areas with growth related to 
coal or timber industries. Other than general association with the history of the area, there is no reason to believe 
that the Diana-Webster Springs portion of WV 20 or Jerry Hall Arch Bridge has an important link with events or 
trends, transportation- or industry-related or other, that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns 
of history. Thus, Jerry Hall Arch Bridge does not meet NRHP Criterion A for association with events at a national, 
regional or local level. 
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Statement of Significance (cont’d): 
 
Criterion B. Per research and public involvement to this point*, this span is not known to have been associated 
with the significant productive period of some notable person’s life, nor to have been associated for any length of 
time with such a person, nor to be the best representation of such a person’s historic contribution. The bridge was 
initially known as the Grassy Creek Bridge and became known as Jerry Hall Arch Bridge many years later, due to 
Jerry Hall, a former WVDOH employee, having property directly adjacent to the bridge. The “Jerry Hall Arch” 

moniker for the span likely came during Jerry’s adulthood and WVDOH tenure (ca. 1960+). Although Jerry’s 
years as a public servant were likely valued, no unique or outstanding undertakings with the state have been 
noted to this point. Due to the above, this span does not meet NRHP Criterion B.   

 

Criterion C. The extant Jerry Hall Arch Bridge is a two-arch reinforced concrete span that was built in 1924. 
Research for this form points toward the WV-based Farris Bridge Company (Farris Construction Co.) as the 
bridge’s contracted builder. The company is known as a prolific builder of bridges in the West Virginia and 
Kentucky region. 
 
In the 2015 WV historic bridge survey there were about 12 Farris Bridge Company concrete arch bridges noted 
as extant in WV; this includes Jerry Hall Arch and the nearby Junction Arch, both in Webster County (which were 
not identified as Farris Bridge Co. structures in that survey). By early 2023, the number of known existing Farris 
Bridge Co. arch spans is reduced to nine (9). Of the 9, six are single-span and three are two-span structures.   

 

Known Farris Bridges Company Concrete Arch Bridges Still Existing in WV  

County Name/Identifiers Yr built Spans Type 
Current 

NRHP Elig. 
Status 

Grant 
Streby Bridge 
No SHPO # 
State BARS #12A035 

1936 1 
Single Span Closed Spandrel Ellip Arch 
Modified; Widened.  
Construction date should be researched 

NE 

Hampshire 
Gaston Road Bridge 
SHPO HM-0799 
State BARS #14A041 

1924 2 Two-Span Closed Spandrel Ellip Arch NE 

Harrison 
Johnstown Arch 
SHPO HS-0822 
State BARS #17A179 

1920 1 Single Span Closed Spandrel Ellip Arch NE 

Mineral 
Lower Laurel Dale Br 
SHPO MI-0168 
State BARS #29A005 

1936 1 Single Span Closed Spandrel Ellip Arch. 
Construction date should be researched 

NE 

Mineral 
Horseshoe Creek Br 
SHPO MI-0169 
State BARS #29A010 

1936 1 
Single Span Closed Spandrel Ellip Arch. 
Const Date may poss. be ca. 1915 per recent 
Charles Milar Br. research 

NE 

Mineral 
Charles Milar Bridge 
SHPO MI-0170 
State BARS #29A011 

ca. 
1915 

2 Two-Span Closed Spandrel Ellip Arch E 

Preston 
Hopemont Arch 
SHPO PR-0234 
State BARS #39A019 

1913 1 
Single Span Closed Spandrel Ellip Arch 
Modified; Widened 

NE 

Webster 
Jerry Hall Arch 
SHPO WB-0120/0009 
State BARS #51A039 

1924 2 Two-Span Closed Spandrel Ellip Arch E 

Webster 
Junction Arch 
SHPO WB-0008 
State BARS #51A040 

1924 
 

1 
Single Span Closed Spandrel Ellip Arch 
Modified; Widened 

NE 
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Statement of Significance (cont’d): 
 
As can be seen on the table on the previous page, only two of the Farris Bridge Co. arch bridges are currently 
determined NRHP-eligible – Jerry Hall Arch & Charles Milar Bridge; both are associated with current WVDOH 
projects that expect to remove the bridges for replacement with a new spans. Due to this expected future losses, 
the number of Farris Bridge Co. arch spans will continue to diminish and could be prudent in the future to 
reassess the eligibility of the other bridges.  
 
Several contracting firms built concrete arch bridges in WV in the early half of the 20th century and there are still a 
good number of existing single- and two-span concrete arch bridges in the State. However, the number of those 
remaining will continue to diminish.  
 
In regard to the above, Jerry Hall Arch Bridge appears to be one (1) of three (3) two-span concrete arch bridges 

in WV that appears to exemplify the work Farris Bridge Company, a regionally recognized former bridge builder 

that was based in WV. The bridge is noteworthy as a representation of a two-span closed spandrel elliptical 

concrete arch bridge, a type increasing diminishing in the WV landscape. This bridge retains a noteworthy level 

of integrity, particularly in the aspects of design, materials and workmanship. Therefore, Jerry Hall Arch Bridge 

meets NRHP Criterion C. 
 

Criterion D. This span is not likely to have important information that will contribute to our understanding of human 
history or prehistory. Construction appears to have utilized commonly known techniques, tools and materials. The 
potential for information is minimal and, therefore, this span does not meet NRHP Criterion D. 

  

Summary: The Jerry Hall Arch Bridge is NRHP-eligible under Criterion C as a notable example of a two-span 
closed spandrel elliptical concrete arch bridge and as a likely example of the work of Farris Bridge Company, a 
regionally recognized, WV-based bridge builder. Due to inconsistent periods of construction and/or lack of 
integrity or cohesiveness of the surrounding built environment, this structure is not a contributor to a historic 
district. 

 

* Correspondence was conducted with: Preservation Alliance of West Virginia; Webster County Economic Development 

Authority, Webster County Historical Society, Hacker’s Valley Pioneer Descendants, Inc, and Pardee & Curtin Timberlands LLC 

(Rexana McCourt). 
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