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STATE LEVEL HISTORIC DOCUMENTATION 

BARBOUR COUNTY MAINTENANCE HEADQUARTERS SHED 

 

 
Location:  Near US Route 119 in Barbour County, West Virginia 

USGS Philippi Quadrangle 

 

 

Date of Construction:   1941 

 

 

Builder:  Works Projects Administration employees under sponsorship of the State 

Road Commission of West Virginia  

 

 

Present Owner:    West Virginia Department of Transportation 

Division of Highways 

1900 Kanawha Boulevard, Building 5 

Charleston, WV 25305 

 

 

Present Use:    Storage shed 

 

 

Significance:  The Barbour County Maintenance Headquarters is significant for its 

association with the Works Projects Administration, a New Deal-era 

work program with a significant presence in West Virginia. The storage 

shed is a contributing structure on the complex, which is eligible for 

listing in the National Register of Historic Places.  

 

 

Project Information:  The project has been undertaken to provide better clearance for 

maintenance vehicles at the site. This documentation was undertaken in 

December 2025 in accordance with a Memorandum of Agreement 

between the West Virginia Department of Transportation and the West 

Virginia State Historic Preservation Office. These measures are required 

prior to deconstruction of this contributing structure within a National 

Register eligible complex. The deconstruction of the shed is planned for 

2026. 

 

 

Ahleah Boise, Environmental Resource Specialist, Senior 

West Virginia Division of Highways 

Charleston, WV 25305 

January 2026 
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The Barbour County Maintenance Headquarters was built in 1940-41 on land that was deeded to the 

State Road Commission in 1939 by Isaac McDaniels Jr., “for the purpose of building, constructing, 

and maintaining a state garage, containing 2.0 acres.” Two adjacent parcels were acquired by the State 

Road Commission in 1968 and contain salt sheds and gravel piles.   

The construction of the Barbour County Headquarters utilized Works Projects Administration (WPA) 

labor. The agency, (known as the Works Progress Administration until 1939) was established by 

President Franklin Delano Roosevelt and Congress in May of 1935 to provide jobs and economic relief 

to a nation wracked by the Great Depression. The agency directly employed workers at a rate below 

the prevailing wage, to provide an income to those who would have otherwise been recipients of 

government relief. While the programs funded by the WPA were far reaching and included among 

them arts, airport construction, social work, and municipal orchestras, the majority of WPA workers 

were employed to complete small construction and infrastructure projects. The first administrator of 

the WPA in West Virginia was Frank Witcher McCullough of Huntington, who was appointed by 

WPA director Harry Hopkins in 1935. He was succeeded by Joseph Newman Alderson of Alderson in 

1937.1 Despite significant political infighting in West Virginia over the control and administration of 

the agency and its funds, the WPA operated in the state until 1942, at which time the WWII war effort 

alleviated the need for social relief programs.2 In the Report on Progress of the WPA Program 

published in June 1940, it was noted that “Employment on construction projects as a group tends to be 

the largest, relatively, in the rural counties…in the rural areas road work constituted almost two thirds 

of the total”.3 West Virginia was no exception, with 60 percent of WPA fund expenditures in 1940 

being devoted to projects on highways, roads, and streets.4  

In 1939, the Department of Roadside Development, a division within the West Virginia State Road 

Commission, standardized plans for county headquarters buildings and grounds. This was part of an 

effort to professionalize the image of the agency. The plans included size and construction details for 

the combined office and garage building with a curved roof, as well as plans for storage buildings. The 

plans included layout for a model lot and landscaping instructions, emphasizing fastidious attention to 

the appearance of the headquarters. It was reported in the State Road Commission Report of 1939 that 

“experience has shown that the kind of housekeeping at a county headquarters is, in almost every 

instance, an accurate criterion of the class of work being done in the county”.5 Between 1939 and 1941, 

at least five new county headquarters were built using these plans including those in Calhoun County, 

Barbour County, Pocahontas County, Upshur County, and Gilmer County.  

The headquarters is set on a slightly sloped, 3.5-acre parcel on the east side of US Highway 119. It 

consists of three stone masonry buildings including a one-bay, curved roof garage, a storage building 

to the east of the garage, and the former gas house, which is also currently used for storage. The 

surrounding neighborhood has low-density residential development dating to 1970-2000s.  

The largest of the three stone masonry buildings is a combination garage and office measuring 86 feet 

by 66 feet. The façade of this building faces WV 119. It is one story with a poured concrete base and 

foundation, regular coursed ashlar stone walls, and a rolled asphalt roof. The roof line over the garage 

 
1 Jerry Bruce Thomas, “Works Progress Administration (WPA)." e-WV: The West Virginia Encyclopedia. May 8, 2014, accessed June 24, 2024. 
2 Jerry Bruce Thomas, An Appalachian New Deal: West Virginia in the Great Depression, 140-152. 
3 Report on progress of the WPA program / Federal Works Agency, Work Projects Administration, June 1940, 147.  
4 Ibid., 62.  
5 Annual Report of the State Road Commission of West Virginia, 1939, 28-29. 
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is bowed to allow for more height. The garage is three bays wide with one overhead door in the center. 

The overhead door has a concrete lintel. The overhead door is flanked on one side by paired one-over-

one vinyl windows with concrete sills and lintels, and on the other side by a door and window. The 

office, in the south wing of the building, has a sloping roof and is one bay wide. The door is centered 

in the wing and is flaked on each side by a one-over-one vinyl window with concrete sills and lintels. 

The walls are built of rusticated stone, with interior wood framing. The north elevation of the garage 

has six window openings with one-over-one vinyl windows. The east (rear) elevation has a centered 

garage overhead door with a concrete lintel and the same door and window configuration as the 

façade. The original 12-pane metal windows are extant on this elevation. The south elevation shows 

that the original stone-wall office section of the building originally extended to only half the length 

of the garage. A red brick addition with a metal door and several windows has been built onto the rear 

of the office. 

The former gas house is located just south of the garage/office building. It is square in plan and 

measures 12 feet by 12 feet. It is a one-story, rusticated stone masonry building on a poured concrete 

foundation with a gabled roof. A wooden cornice terminates with eave returns. There is a nine-light 

wooden door in a wood casing with a concrete header in the west elevation. Fenestration includes 

eight-pane, fixed metal frame windows with concrete lintels and sills in the north and south elevations, 

and a four-pane metal frame window in the east elevation. The roof is of standing seam metal. 

A storage building is located northeast of the garage. This building has a rectangular plan and 

measures 24 feet by 34 feet. Like the gas house, it is a one-story, rusticated stone masonry building 

with a poured concrete foundation and a standing seam metal roof. A wide, hinged wood door with a 

concrete lintel is on the south elevation. On the west and east elevations there are two eight-over-eight 

metal windows with concrete sill sand lintels and on the north elevation there are two four-pane fixed 

metal windows with concrete sills and lintels.  

A salt barn is located south of the garage complex. It is a double-height, gable front, single bay frame 

building that is open at the west elevation. It holds salt used in ice removal. A shed roofed gravel bay 

is appended to the north elevation.   

This complex was at the time of its construction, the Barbour County Headquarters for the State Road 

Commission. It is one of several similar county headquarters built at a time when the State Road 

Commission was expanding and bringing county roads into the state road system. The BCMH is 

significant under Criterion A for its association with the development of transportation in West 

Virginia and the institutional development of the State Road Commission, later to be named the 

Division of Highways. It was also built by workers employed by the Works Projects Administration, 

a New Deal-era work-relief program. The simple, functional design of the BCMH complex buildings 

and the stone masonry construction embody the distinctive characteristics of WPA construction in the 

state.  
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Façade (west elevation) of storage shed   
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North elevation of storage shed 
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East elevation of storage shed 
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South elevation of storage shed 
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Three-quarter view of shed, view southeast 
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Three-quarter view of shed, view southwest 
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Detail of steel window and concrete sill and lintel on south elevation 
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Detail of steel window and concrete sill and lintel on east elevation 
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Detail of stone masonry corner 
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Detail of lighting attached to west elevation 
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Date of Construction 
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Roofing Material 
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Present Owners 

WVDOH 

 

Owners Mailing Address 

1900 Kanawha Blvd 

Charleston, WV 25305 

Describe Setting                                                               ____________ Acres    ___No__ Archaeological Artifacts Present 

The Barbour County Maintenance Headquarters is set along two-lane US Highway 119. The site is utilitarian with several buildings 
and parking for vehicles. The surrounding area has rolling hills with low-density residential development dating to the 1960s-70s set 
back from the road. A hay field is to the east, and beyond it, the Tygart Valley River. The town of Philippi, the Barbour County seat, 
is located 1.7 miles to the northeast.  

Description of Building or Site (Original and Present)                                           _____1___Stories    _____4____Front Bays 

The WVDOH Barbour County Maintenance Headquarters is comprised of three stone masonry buildings and a frame salt barn 
located on a 3.5 acre lot. The largest of the three stone masonry buildings is a combination garage and office. The façade of this 
building faces WV 119. It is one story with a poured concrete base and foundation, regular coursed ashlar stone walls, and a rolled 
asphalt roof. The roof line over the garage is bowed to allow for more height. The garage is three bays wide with one overhead door 
in the center. The overhead door has a concrete lintel. The overhead door is flanked on one side by paired one-over-one vinyl 
windows with concrete sills and lintels, and on the other side by a door and window. The office, in the south wing of the building, 
has a sloping roof and is one bay wide. The door is centered in the wing and is flaked on each side by a one-over-one vinyl window 
with concrete sills and lintels. The walls are built of rusticated stone, with interior wood framing. The north elevation of the garage 
has six window openings with one-over-one vinyl windows. The east (rear) elevation has a centered garage overhead door with a 
concrete lintel and the same door and window configuration as the façade. The original 12-pane metal windows are extant on this 
elevation. The south elevation shows that the original stone-wall office section of the building originally extended to only half the 
length of the garage. A red brick addition with a metal door and several windows has been built onto the rear of the office.  

Alterations                                  If yes, describe 

                                                    Metal windows replaced with vinyl windows throughout large garage/office building. 
Changes to doors. 

Additions                                    If yes, describe 

                                                    Office addition built of red brick on southeast corner of building.  

Describe All Outbuildings  
(See Continuation Sheet) 

Statement of Significance 

(See Continuation Sheet) 

Bibliographical References 

(See Continuation Sheet) 

Form Prepared By: Ahleah Boise                                                                                                     Date: September 2025 

 

Name/Organization: WVDOH 

Address: West Virginia Division of Highways 

                 1900 Kanawha Blvd., Building Five 

                 Charleston WV 25305 

Phone #: (304) 630-0248 

 

 
 

This program receives federal funds from the National Park Service.  Regulations of the U. S. Department of the Interior prohibit unlawful discrimination in department Federally Assisted 

Programs on the basis of race, color, national origin, age or handicap.  Any person who believes he or she has been discriminated against in any program, activity, or facility operated by a 

recipient of Federal Assistance should write to: Director, Equal Opportunity Program, U.S. Department of the Interior, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, D.C. 20013-7127. 

  

 Yes         No 

 X 

 Yes         No 

 X 



 

 

Page 3 of 11 
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CONTINUATION SHEET 
 
NAME: Barbour County Maintenance Headquarters 
SURVEY NUMBER: BB-0981 

 

(Cont.) 

Describe All Outbuildings  

Former Gas House- The former gas house is square in plan and measures 12’ x 12’. It is a one-story, rusticated stone 
building on a poured concrete foundation with a gabled roof. A wooden cornice terminates with eave returns. There is a 
nine-light wooden door in a wood casing with a concrete header in the west elevation. Fenestration includes eight-pane, 
fixed metal frame windows with concrete lintels and sills in the north and south elevations, and a four-pane metal frame 
window in the east elevation. The roof is of standing seam metal. 
 
Storage building- A storage building is located northeast of the garage. This building has a rectangular plan and measures 
24’ x 34’. Like the gas house, it is a one-story, rusticated stone building with a poured concrete foundation and a standing 
seam metal roof. A wide, hinged wood door with a concrete lintel is on the south elevation. On the west and east elevations 
there are two eight-over-eight metal windows with concrete sill sand lintels and on the north elevation there are two four-
pane fixed metal windows with concrete sills and lintels.  
 
Salt Barn- A salt barn is located south of the garage complex. It is a double-height, gable front, single bay frame building 
that is open at the west elevation. It holds salt used in ice removal. A shed roofed gravel bay is appended to the north 
elevation.   
 
Statement of Significance: The Barbour County Maintenance Headquarters was built as a county headquarters in 1940-
41 on land that was deeded to the State Road Commission in 1939 by Isaac McDaniels Jr., “for the purpose of building, 
constructing, and maintaining a state garage, containing 2.0 acres.” Two adjacent parcels were acquired by the State Road 
Commission in 1968 and contain salt sheds and gravel piles.   

 
The construction of the Barbour County headquarters utilized Works Projects Administration (WPA) labor. The agency, 
(known as the Works Progress Administration until 1939) was established by President Franklin Delano Roosevelt and 
Congress in May of 1935 to provide jobs and economic relief to a nation wracked by the Great Depression. The agency 
directly employed workers at a rate below the prevailing wage, to provide an income to those who would have otherwise 
been recipients of government relief. While the programs funded by the WPA were far reaching and included among them 
arts, airport construction, social work, and municipal orchestras, the majority of WPA workers were employed to complete 
small construction and infrastructure projects. The first administrator of the WPA in West Virginia was Frank Witcher 
McCullough of Huntington, who was appointed by WPA director Harry Hopkins in 1935. He was succeeded by Joseph 
Newman Alderson of Alderson in 1937.1 Despite significant political infighting in West Virginia over the control and 
administration of the agency and its funds, the WPA operated in the state until 1942, at which time the WWII war effort 
alleviated the need for social relief programs.2 In the Report on Progress of the WPA Program published in June 1940, it 
was noted that “Employment on construction projects as a group tends to be the largest, relatively, in the rural counties…in 
the rural areas road work constituted almost two thirds of the total”.3 West Virginia was no exception, with 60 percent of 
WPA fund expenditures in 1940 being devoted to projects on highways, roads, and streets.4  
 
In 1939, the Department of Roadside Development, a division within the West Virginia State Road Commission, 
standardized plans for county headquarters buildings and grounds. This was part of an effort to professionalize the image 
of the agency. The plans included size and construction details for the combined office and garage building with a curved 
roof, as well as plans for storage buildings. The plans included layout for a model lot and landscaping instructions, 
emphasizing fastidious attention to the appearance of the headquarters. It was reported in the State Road Commission 
Report of 1939 that “experience has shown that the kind of housekeeping at a county headquarters is, in almost every 
instance, an accurate criterion of the class of work being done in the county”.5 Between 1939 and 1941, at least five new 
county headquarters were built using these plans including those in Calhoun County, Barbour County, Pocahontas County, 
Upshur County, and Gilmer County.  
 

 
1 Jerry Bruce Thomas, “Works Progress Administration (WPA)." e-WV: The West Virginia Encyclopedia. May 8, 2014, accessed October 24, 2025. 
2 Jerry Bruce Thomas, An Appalachian New Deal: West Virginia in the Great Depression, 140-152. 
3 Report on progress of the WPA program / Federal Works Agency, Work Projects Administration, June 1940, 147.  
4 Ibid., 62.  
5 Annual Report of the State Road Commission of West Virginia, 1939, 28-29. 



 

 

Page 4 of 11 
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SURVEY NUMBER: BB-0981 

 
NRHP Criteria Evaluation: The Barbour County Maintenance Headquarters (BCMH) complex was at the time of its 
construction the Barbour County headquarters for the State Road Commission. It is one of several similar county 
headquarters built at a time when the State Road Commission was expanding and bringing county roads into the state road 
system. The BCMH is significant under Criterion A of the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) for its association with 
the development of transportation in West Virginia, and the institutional development of the State Road Commission, later to 
be named the Division of Highways. It is also significant for its association with the Works Projects Administration, a New 
Deal-era work-relief program.  
 
An association between the BCMH and the life of any person significant in history was not found through historical research 
and public outreach. It is not eligible for listing in the NRHP under Criterion B.  
 
This complex was built in 1940-41 by Works Projects Administration workers under the sponsorship of the State Road 
Commission. The simple, functional design of the BCMH complex buildings and the stone masonry construction embody 
the distinctive characteristics of WPA construction in the state. The BCMH is eligible for the National Register under Criterion 
C.  
 
Built in the mid-20th century using commonplace tools, methods, and materials, the BCMH is not likely to yield information 
important to the understanding of history or prehistory. It is not eligible for listing in the NRHP under Criterion D.  
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Photo of Barbour 
County 
Maintenance 
Headquarters 
after construction. 
(Photo: Annual 
Report of the 
State Road 
Commission of 
West Virginia, 
1940-41. Page 
173).   

Survey of BCMH 
property with 1939 
deed.   
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South and west 
elevation view of 
BCMH garage 
and office 
building. 

Façade (west 
elevation) of 
BCMH garage 
and office 
building.   
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North elevation 
and façade of 
BCMH garage 
and office 
building.  

Former gas house 
located south of 
garage building, 
west (façade)and 
north elevation.  
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West elevation 
(façade) of former 
gas house.  

Former gas 
house, north and 
east elevations.  
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Storage building, 
west and south 
elevations.  

Storage building, 
north and west 
elevations.  
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Construction 
plaque located on 
façade of garage 
and office 
building.   

Salt barn and 
gravel shed 
located south of 
main complex.  


